38                   A FLY ON THE WHEEL

the expedition, must be fed on wheaten bread, with rations of
beef and rum, all of which had to be carried about with us;
while the enemy marched without luggage or impedimenta,
save what each man could carry on his back, trusting for their
food to the country they might be in. Further, about half
their number were mounted on ponies, and went ride and tie
with their comrades, so that our heavy lumbering pursuit
amounted almost to a joke.

At last, Tantia Topee was reported to be encamped on the top
of a hill, from which vantage ground he quietly watched our
movements, We halted about eighteen miles from his camp-
ing-ground, and report said that a combined movement with
General Napier on the other side of the hill was in course of
projection. Of course the heads of affairs only knew what was
doing, and we waited in patient ignorance till we were warned
for a night's march on the nth of March.

Having had my dinner, and seen that all was in readiness
for a start, I lay down to sleep while I might. I was wakened
by my orderly, The moon was shining brightly overhead,
gleaming white on the long lines of the men as they fell into
rank, and contrasting strangely with the red glare of the camp-
fires, which always blaze up brightly fust before a start, in a
final conflagration of odds and ends. This was to be the grand
combination movement; but this also, like our manifold
previous detours, was fruitless. We marched thirty-two miles,
only to find that our foe had again escaped us, and I sincerely
wished he might feel as tired as we did.

After this effort, the Brigadier left the bullock-guns in the
fort at Kirwai, and I and my detachment were left behind to
r guard them, while the column moved off again on their wE4r
\gopse chase*                                                                'A-.A

When the Brigadier finally relinquished the pursuit of Tantia
e, we returned to Saugor, and 1 shortly afterwards success-
|l|t?Hy passed the first, or colloquial, examination in Hindustani,
||::fotsiid no difficulty in this, as for months past 1 had been in1
talking to every native I could meet, and > !&$}
|;epnsiderable fluency of expression*                  , ^frjj

......^regiment changed its quarters tp Calpee^^l^^

1^ two, companies pti dotactapeai '4||^|^

